St. Andrew the Apostle
Catholic Primary School

EAL (English as an Additional
Language)

There are now more than one million learners in UK schools who speak English
as an additional language (EAL). This represents a considerable proportion of
the school population. In our school population, we have 4% per cent of children
who have English as an Additional Language.

Our EAL learners come from very diverse backgrounds. Some arrive seeking
asylum, while others follow families coming to the UK as economic migrants or
for other reasons. EAL learners also include those who were born and raised in
the UK speaking a language other than English. The most common first
languages spoken by EAL learners in our school include Polish, Afrikaan,
Mandarin, Chinese, Makaton, Spanish and Turkish. We do however have a
growing number of different languages being spoken in our school.

As with other groups of learners, our teachers adapt their lessons to make sure
that all learners can get the most out of lessons. They do this by involving
learners in activities where the language is challenging but appropriate to their
abilities and interests.

As a school we enjoy celebrating different cultural events throughout the year

to ensure that all children are valued for example; Diwali, Passover and
Hanukkah, Christmas and Lunar New Year.

We as a school also get support off experts
from our Local Authority.
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EAL (English as an Additional Language) service are a small team who the school calls upon if they
think your child may need extra support in helping them acquire English. The school refers them to
us having gained your permission. We assess the student before the support begins and then work

with them, usually on a one-to-one basis for 45 - 60 minutes, on a weekly basis.

The support continues until the EAL Staff member working alongside the class teacher deems that
your child has made significant progress. A second assessment is then carried out to determine how
much progress has been made. A report is then sent to schools which you can also access.

Throughout the school year we host coffee afternoons and events to celebrate the different
languages and cultures in Knowsley. We hope that you will be able to join us, we will let you know
about them on the school website. Knowsley Local Offer also has information on events.

Some children when arriving at a new school may go through a ‘silent phase’. This means that they
may not speak for the first 6/8 weeks. Please do not worry as they are adjusting to a new language
and new routines.

Always speak in your first language at home. This needs to be fully developed before a child can learn
a new language. OPOL ~ One Parent One Language.

It takes 2 years to learn social/playground language, it can take 5-7 years to learn academic language.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s English language, please inform the school
fontact Karen Foley EAL Manager at karen foley@knowsley.gov.uk
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Online Resources:

« BBC Resources are full of ideas for rhymes and songs, materials are
suitable for sharing with families.

« https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/nursery-rhymes

« BBC Resource explaining the benefit of speaking your home
language with your young child.

o https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/learn-grandmas-
language/zf3fy9qg

« BBC Resource explaining Bilingual babies and speaking multiple
languages at home. https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-
people/bilinqual

Other Resources:

» Leaflet part of Induction plus website PDF

« Your First Language is important
If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s English
language, please inform the school contact Karen Foley EAL Manager
at karen.foley@knowsley.gov.uk

For further information please email: karen.foley@knowsley.gov.uk

s Y 20 (o Sl sladl) (40 3 340 (Arabic)

MTHRELIER, FREBEFEMH (Chinese Traditional)

Pour plus d’'informations, veuillez envoyer un e-mail (French)
Ji bo bétir agahdari ji kerema xwe e-nameyé bisinin (Kurdish)

BISYOMO3 U 1NUEEBRUEH BRNOUIW ] HENQ @3 6)2lQ)b:
(Malayalam)

A eyl Whal il Gle Bl ) 0 (Persian)
Wiecej informacji mozna uzyskac drogg e-mailowg (Polish)
Para mais informacdes envie um e-mail (Portuguese)

Pentru mai multe informatii va rugam sa trimiteti un e-mail (Romanian)
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Para mas informacion envie un correo electronico (Spanish)
G 56U G LOl6TETEhFeL Q& UIWw e LD (Tamil)
Daha fazla bilgi icin lutfen e-posta gonderin (Turkish)

LLlo6 oTpumaTtn gogatkoBy iHbopMaLito, HagiWiTe €NEKTPOHHY NOLITY
(Ukrainian)

Dé biét thém thong tin xin vui I6ng glri email (Vietnamese)

karen.foley@knowsley.gov.uk
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